
Guidelines	for	the	use	of		
Ac1vated	Charcoal	Filters	

Is	this	a	suspected	Malignant	Hyperthermia	Crisis?	

NO	
(Elec)ve)	
Pre-op	

YES	
(Emergency)	
Intra-op	

•  Remove	vaporisers	from		
anaesthe)c	worksta)on	

•  Flush	circuit	with	100	%	Oxygen,	
10	litres/min	for	90	seconds	

•  Change	anaesthe)c	breathing	
circuit	for	uncontaminated	
equipment	

•  Place	Ac)vated	Charcoal	Filters	
on	both	limbs	of	the	anaesthe)c	
worksta)on	

•  Turn	off	anaesthe)c	vaporisers	
and	remove	from	the	anaesthe)c	
worksta)on	

•  Fresh	gas	flow	100	%	Oxygen	@	
10	litres/min	

•  Hyperven)late	(2-3	x	normal	
minute	ven)la)on)	

•  Place	Ac)vated	Charcoal	Filters	
on	both	limbs	of	the	anaesthe)c	
worksta)on	

•  Change	soda	lime	&	breathing	
circuit	if/when	feasible	

Ac1vated	Charcoal	filters	are	recommended	for	use	with	anaesthe1c	worksta1ons:	
1.  During	a	suspected	Malignant	Hyperthermia	crisis;	
2.  For	pa1ents	undergoing	anaesthesia	who	have	a	known	or	suspected	increased	risk	

of	developing	Malignant	Hyperthermia.		

AWer	90	minutes	(op)onal)		
EITHER:	
•  Keep	filter	in	place	and	decrease	
gas	flow	to	3	litres/min		

OR:	
•  Maintain	gas	flow	of	10	litres/
min	and	remove	Ac)vated	
Charcoal	Filter	from	the	circuit	

Change	filters	aWer	30	minutes	and	
maintain	Gas	flow	at	10	litres/min	

FOLLOW	GUIDELINES	FOR	
TREATING	SUSPECTED	MH	
CRISIS	
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